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The analysis of Japanese Essays by Chinese Learners who have undergone preliminary Japanese education

for 9 months: Focusing on Organization and Cohesion of Essays
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This study analyzes Japanese essays written by 33 Chinese learners who underwent preliminary Japanese education for nine months. The findings

are as follows: (1) compared with the essays written at the beginning of the course, length per sentence increased after nine months, and the length

of the compositions as a whole nearly tripled; (2) as for macro-organization, about half of the essays had problems such as no introduction and/or

conclusion, and there were many essays in which the extent of text in the introduction, body, and conclusion was not balanced. For example, some

essays have only one sentence in their introductory and/or concluding paragraphs. Moreover, the usage of meta-language was rare; (3) regarding

conjunctive expressions, the use of adversative, additive, exemplificative, and resultative constructions were conspicuous, but misuse of "soshite"

and "sorekara" was noticeable even after nine months. Since it has become obvious that the preliminary education is not sufficient to prepare the

students for academic writing, additional training for organization and cohesion of essays should be incorporated in the writing education of the

university.
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