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On the birth of “Excursion train”, the origin of “Sightseeing train” in Japan

+F H OB
UEDA Takuji

In England, the birthplace of railway, means of transport had changed rapidly from stagecoach to train. And

mass transport made impacts on resort life of upper class. Some fashionable sea resort got a drastic change

caused by the influx of the lower class people transported by trains. In Japan, railway had got different develop-

ment from England. In addition to the daily schedule trains, extra trains had been operated on the days when the

masses gather, such as festival days of shrines or temples and the seasons of cherry blossom viewing. But these

were only the “short-distance transportation”. After these short range operations, a middle or long range opera-

tion had been arranged. This is the birth of “Excursion train”, the origin of “Sightseeing train” in Japan.

¥ —7— K [\ E (Excursion Train).

355 # D52 5% (definition of Excursion Train). #i#%5|¥ (Cherry-

viewing Train). BIEHIHAYH 12 EFT S 72 HH (reason why Excursion Train operated to Nikko)
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