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Kunio Yamagita as an Esperantist in the Early Part of the 20th Century
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TACHIBANA Hirofumi

This paper is a case study on Japanese Esperantists selecting Kunio Yanagita (1875-1962) as an example. He is

well known for his study on the manner of living of ordinary Japanese and their world view during the early part

of the 20th century, when their life was in the process of transition from pre-modern to modern. He was inter-

ested especially in traditional aspects of their way of life. At the same time, he became an Esperantist. In 1923,

he attended an international convention of Esperantists for commerce held in Venice and enjoyed a conversation

with Esperantists from European countries.
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