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A study of the mental predicament of intellectuals in Natsume Soseki's "Heart"

FREAL & - FESCE

KANG Chuanjin, TANG Wenlong

This paper explores mental predicament of "Teacher" and "K," who are the main characters of the novel “Heart” by
Natsume Soseki. In his novels, Soseki often describes the "intellectuals" of the Meiji period, who had experienced unique
mental predicament due to conflicts between East and West values. In this paper, we first refer to what is mental
predicament in this argument and then examine mental disorders that are described in the novel “Heart,” including
solitude, suspicion, contradiction and secretion. These analyses explain some of main factors of the mental predicament
of intellectuals at that time, such as family system, individualism and liberalism. To sum, this paper argues how

"Teacher" and "K" as Meiji intellectuals are fell into mental predicament within the shifting values of the Meiji period.

¥—7—F:Tzz 3] (“Heart”). HWIRK{R(the Meiji period), HIF A (intellectual person) . k#1354 (mental

distress)
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BIZTEAD, Ehrbz, NIAL L TZoMEizL., BN aERL2sNIEZNERRL LS L&D
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RN oML, BOEAEEHALETL [F4E] 2R CHEI ¢/, £, [54E] EWmEo ME M
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HEHLCwolk, 2ok, 4] 3Pk K] OBBIAICHT2EELZMY R0, HEET Y sEIALL
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(4) BEE-1B1E 251
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Eb%D» o,
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it TRGIE] o CcoBETF MTKEDONERE~OFEAN L EECTH 2, [K] BABE o7t I nd [H
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